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On Wednesday, September 27, 2023, CFCC hosted an important day-long symposium focused on The Harm of Removal to Children, Parents, and
Communities, presented by the Sayra and Neil Meyerhoff Center for Families, Children and the Courts (CFCC) at the University of Baltimore School
of Law.

When children are separated from their parents by legal systems, they suffer permanent trauma. The anguish is no less for parents who find
themselves without their children due to state intervention. Both parents and children experience detrimental effects on their mental, emotional, and
physical health. Further, the larger community suffers when there is a systemic pattern of continually breaking up families. Join us to discuss the
impact of family separation and to collectively brainstorm about how we keep families intact and support their health and well-being.

This years event and the pre-symposium book talk was held in person and on live stream via zoom. We are in the process of editing a transcribing a
video recording of the event and will post it to the symposium event website shortly, along with highlights from the program.

We hope that each of the event’s panels
will spark new ideas and forge new

opportunities for ongoing conversations
or working groups for strategies to

prevent, mitigate, and heal the harm of
removal. We invite you to sign up here to

join a listserv to be made aware of
opportunities for collaboration on this

topic.

Evaluation is very important to us. We
rely on your feedback to help plan and

improve our future symposia and events.
Thank you for your comments and

suggestions. If you have not already done
so, please take a moment to complete an

evaluation of the symposium.

Subscribe to our newsletter to keep up-to-date on plans for this year’s event.

SIXTO CANCEL KEYNOTE SPEAKER

FOR THE 2023 CFCC SYMPOSIUM 

Watch the recording of the Introduction and Keynote conversation here.

Sixto Cancel is the founder and CEO of
Think of Us, Think of You (TOU), a
research and design lab driving
systematic change in child welfare
policy and practice. Sixto has been
named to Forbes list of Top 30 Under 30
Social Entrepreneurs and recognized as
a White House Champion of Change.
Sixto has served as a Young Fellow at
the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities
Initiative since 2010, where he has
played a key role in the initiative’s work
of extending foster care permanency for
older youth. Sixto’s tireless advocacy is

informed by his own experience in the foster care system, which he discussed in
his recent TED talk, "A foster care system where every child has a loving home.”

This Year’s Symposium Schedule
8:00 - 9:00 – Registration 
9:00 - 9:45 – Welcomes by Dean Ronald Weich and
Aubrey Edwards-Luce, CFCC Executive Director
9:45 - 10:30 – Keynote by Sixto Cancel
10:30 - 10:45 - Break
10:45 - 12:15 – Morning Panel: The History of Family
Separation/Removal
12:15 - 1:30 – Lunch Provided - Sponsored by
Grantmakers for Girls of Color
1:30 - 2:30 – Red Table Talk: Removal Through Our Eyes
2:30 - 2:45 - Break
2:45 - 3:30 – Afternoon Panel: Removal Today
3:30 - 4:00 – Closing by Shanta Trivedi, CFCC Faculty
Director
4:00 - 4:30 - Book Signing

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/Bfh4kFJ
https://forms.gle/ZofiVzGRUsiMGrNh9
https://forms.gle/91mkiV5uMsJBF9HU8
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001pj6W7ke0zfuxo7HwQHu2ag%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBkupd0POEg
https://www.ted.com/talks/sixto_cancel_a_foster_care_system_where_every_child_has_a_loving_home/c?language=en
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=CFCC+2023+Symposium+Subscribe: https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ


Thank you to our Sponsor! Thank you to

The Pre-Symposium Book Talk with Panelists Watch the recording here.

September 26, 2023 | 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The University of Baltimore School of Law
John and Frances Angelos Law Center

An exciting and important pre-event held on the evening of September 26. Three of our symposium panelists discussed critical issues and
perspectives informing this year’s symposium through the lens of their books:

Confronting the Racist Legacy of the American
Child Welfare System: The Case for Abolition
(Oxford University Press 2023) by Alan J.
Dettlaff, professor and former dean of the
University of Houston Graduate College of
Social Work 

The End of Family Court: How Abolishing the
Court Brings Justice to Children and Families
(NYU Press 2023) by Jane Spinak, the
Edward Ross Aranow Clinical Professor of
Law Emerita at Columbia Law School

A Child of the Indian Race: A Story of Return
(Minnesota Historical Society Press 2022) by
Sandy White Hawk, director of healing
programs at the National Native American
Boarding School Healing Coalition

Morning Panel: The History of Family Separation

and Removal - Watch the recording here.

Moderated by attorney and advocate Angela Burton, this panel deepened our
understanding by providing a historical grounding for the family separation practices and
policies that we see today. Topics included:

Native American “boarding schools”, the Indian Adoption Project and the inter-
generational effects of these practices;
family separation through the Transatlantic slave trade and its impact on American
descendants of slavery;
the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), as well as mandated
reporting and the Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) of 1997;
historic trends in family separation at the southern border; and
the long standing role that homophobia and transphobia have played in facilitating
the separation of LGBTQ youth from their families.

 

Meet the Panelists

Angela Burton
Moderator

Corey Best

 

https://youtu.be/MzhlUq-_u-s?si=dxgLnHreCMgYZeRi
https://youtu.be/MzhlUq-_u-s?si=dxgLnHreCMgYZeRi
https://youtu.be/VdwRgkxpKsU
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/b962623e-5980-4312-a3b5-f87130524f04.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/e2c82c6a-d885-4f0e-98d6-e5fcc696164e.pdf


Meet the Panelists
 
Angela Burton - Moderator, Attorney, and Child and Family Advocate
 
Corey Best, Founder of Mining for Gold
 
Currey Cook, Senior Counsel and Youth In Out-Of-Home Care Project Director
 
Alan J. Dettlaff, Author, Professor and former Dean of the University of Houston
Graduate College of Social Work
 
Sandy White Hawk, Author, and Founder and Director of Healing Programs at the
National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition

Currey Cook

Sandy White Hawk

Alan J. Dettlaff

Red Table Talk: Removal through Our Eyes - Watch the recording here.

Experts with lived experience engaged in an authentic discussion about the harm of
removal as experienced by children and families today via placement in foster care and
juvenile detention. This session will allow the audience an opportunity to reflect on the role
system actors play in perpetuating harm and the ways they can align themselves and their
organizations with the solutions proposed by the panelists and other directly impacted
people and communities. Panelists shared their experiences and perspectives on:
 

the intergenerational harms of family separation, 
parents of color is pathologized and penalized, 
the role biases play in detention and removal decisions,
the need for community capacity and wisdom to be respected, and 
the solutions that they are most interested in exploring.

 
Meet the Panelists
 
Michael D. Davis-Thomas, MDDT Speaks; Founder and Resilient Voices and Beyond
podcast, Host
 
Shemia Dillard, Justice and Joy National Collaborative (formerly National Crittenton),
Senior Associate
 
Tony Lodge, Venture Capital University Venture Fellow
 
Christina Simmons, Office of State Public Defender (Mississippi), Parent Partner and
Peer Support Specialist
 
Robyn Wind Tiger, Generations United, GRAND Voices Support Coordinator

Michael Davis-Thomas

Tony Lodge

Robyn Wind Tiger

Shemia Dillard

Christina Simmons

Afternoon Panel: Removal Today - Watch the

recording here.

Moderated by Prudence Beidler Carr, Director of the American Bar Association's Center
on Children and the Law, this panel provided a clear view of the statistics and practices of
family removal today, including insights into the disproportionate impact of investigations,

https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/0097d155-c716-4ba4-8a65-93aa5cc6c04d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/164bf9c7-cee7-4690-adba-66fa7fa64cee.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/edb4f681-001f-44db-8252-fbc8a905362b.pdf
https://youtu.be/VdwRgkxpKsU
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/3a02dbc3-8f82-4cfd-85f4-0b5f00e90c82.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/26bdd709-64ba-4e64-9f94-907f4ea03db2.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/b82b5919-d1f7-4db1-8eee-65d6dbc6852f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/5e57e73e-4e20-4692-85b1-6de0bf502ec8.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/bf47f364-eb93-4645-87f8-9718af3ddf0a.pdf


removals, and terminations of parental rights by race; an update on mandating reporting
and ASFA; and family separation as policy and practice at the southern border.

Meet the Panelists
 
Prudence Beidler Carr, ABA Center on Children and the Law, Director
 
Dr. Tania Caballero, Johns Hopkins Medicine, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
 
Rafael Lopez, Maryland Department of Human Services, Secretary
 
Iesha Randolph, Baltimore native, singer, model and mother of four children
 
Nena Villamar, Maryland Office of the Public Defender, Chief of Parental Defense
Division
 
Vicki Schultz, Maryland Legal Aid, Executive Director
 
Jane Spinak, Author and Columbia Law School, Clinical Professor Emerita

Prudence Beidler Carr
Moderator

Rafael Lopez

Nena Villamar

Dr. Tania Caballero

 

Iesha Randolph

Vicki Schultz

Jane Spinak

University of Baltimore Speakers

Ronald Weich Shanta Trivedi Aubrey Edwards-Luce

Please consider supporting CFCC’s Truancy Court Program!

Established in 2005, the Truancy Court Program  (TCP) operates out of the University of Baltimore School of Law, Sayra and Neil Meyerhoff Center
for Families, Children and the Courts, and is one of Maryland’s longest running, in-school programs designed to improve student attendance and
support family needs. For almost 20 years, the TCP Team (consisting of a volunteer Judge, a Mentor, Case Manager, Coordinator, and Attorney)
has served approximately 3,100 public school students and their families in 55 schools, over 40 of which are in Baltimore City.
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/6156a3e8-c9dd-4e00-9dc5-c6b7bd884c5e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/edd0ed1c-190a-4595-8bb4-6af036524113.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/36f8e575-ce16-4e05-aecb-f38bbfeb14d9.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/9639c733-6099-44eb-8216-70016f3d4742.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/3f87516a-201f-4a00-9daa-d7ff4f7f873d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/df6d4dba-e918-4c5d-8c71-4783dc322c5b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/7c0c6402-07f6-4a7d-ad54-fb70b7edb745.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/cb111f91-e3c2-4d54-8657-7ad8cf63bdc4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/70f3e410-1596-43c3-907f-546c7d760ec3.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fac12bc001/66cbf857-e5fa-4a56-aa09-7eaf37b8c800.pdf


 
TCP operates in some of Baltimore’s most underserved communities, where students miss school due to a wide range of stressors – including
violence, homelessness, grief, unemployment, transportation barriers, poor health, and poverty, to name a few. The CFCC maintains a fund to help
students meet ongoing challenges that pop up throughout the year. This school year, the TCP is operating in six schools: Park Heights Academy
(elementary), Collington Square Elementary/Middle, Lakeland Elementary/Middle, Maree G. Farring Elementary/Middle, Carver Vocational-
Technical High School, and City Neighbors High School.
 
Using these funds, each year the TCP team collaborates with its partner schools to identify families that would benefit from food support during
school closures (i.e., winter break, spring break), as well as support with uniforms, clothing, transportation, and other sundry items. In the Baltimore
City Public School System, 73% of elementary school students, 72% of middle school students, and 68% of high school students qualify for the
Free and Reduced Meals program (FARMs). Many of our TCP families rely on school meals as a consistent source of nutrition. Donations will be
used to provide families with food and other supports (e.g., uniforms, clothing, obtaining official documents, books) and support development of the
Truancy Court Program.
 
Your contributions make this possible. Thank you for helping to support Baltimore City students and their families! 

DONATE
NOW

Please share this event with colleagues.

Share This Page  Share This Page  Share This Page

Subscribe to our newsletter to receive updates about this year's event.

About Us
We envision communities where children and families thrive without unnecessary involvement in the legal system. Our mission is to promote child
and family well-being while inspiring the next generation of attorneys to prioritize the power, voice, and needs of families. We engage communities
in all that we do and work tirelessly to transform systems that create barriers to family well-being.

Visit our
Website

      

If you just opted in, you're consenting to receive marketing emails from: University of Baltimore School of Law Sayra and Neil Meyerhoff Center for
Families, Children and the Courts (CFCC), 1420 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21201. You can revoke your consent to receive emails at any time by

using the SafeUnsubscribe® link, found at the bottom of every email. Emails are serviced by Constant Contact

https://www.ubcommunity.org/annual-giving/truancy-court-program-food-drive
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=CFCC+2023+Symposium+Subscribe: https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fcu%2FBfh4kFJ
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001pj6W7ke0zfuxo7HwQHu2ag%3D%3D
http://law.ubalt.edu/cfcc
https://www.facebook.com/ubaltlawcfcc
https://www.instagram.com/ubaltlawcfcc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ub-school-of-law-sayra-and-neil-meyerhoff-center-for-families-children-and-the-courts/
https://twitter.com/ubaltlawCFCC
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
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